MINUTES OF THE RULES MEETING 

4th October 2003

Attending: John Slavin, Jim Briggs, Colin Edwards, Charles Dean-Young, Paul Sutton and Dave Bamford (BYAFA).

Apologies were received from: Brian Yates

The committee would like to thank Dave Bamford from BYAFA for attending the meeting.  His attendance and input was most appreciated.

There was non-attendance, nor apologies from: BAFA, BSL, BCAFL and BAFCA.

To consider the impact of the rule changes from last year.

There was no impact noted from last years rule change.

To consider whether to adopt NCAA rules in their entirety, except Rule One which would be adapted to  British Football.

There was a lengthy discussion on this subject, and due to recent rule changes by the BSL to be more in-line with Europe, and consultation with Dave Bamford the BYAFA representative, the decision was to implement a change to NCAA rules with the exception of Rule One, which will be adapted to comply with the British game.

These rules will apply to all contests officiated by BAFRA officials and take effect from March 1st 2005 (Exception: leagues whose regular season began before March 1st 2005).

Listed below are the current differences between the British rules as they are now and the NCAA rules.

To consider the application of the following NCAA rule changes to British Football.

Rule 1-2-4-b: The team area shall be limited to squad members in full uniform and a maximum of 60 other individuals directly involved in the game. The individuals not in full uniform shall wear a credential marked 'Team.' Credentials should be numbered 1 through 60. No other credential is valid for the team area. 

This rule change was rejected, on the grounds that it did not comply with the British game.

Rule 3-2-5: Start the game clock on all kick-offs when the ball is legally touched in the field of play. (Current rule is the game clock starts when the ball is kicked, except in the last two minutes of each half, when it starts when the ball is legally touched in the field of play). 

This rule change was accepted, as it merely returns to the rule as it was a few years ago.

Rule 6-4-1-a and Rule 6-4-1-d: Delete the two-yard restricted area around a player located to catch a free or scrimmage kick. 

This rule change was accepted, on the grounds of player safety as the penalty for kick catch interference is now 15 yards.

Rule 6-5-1: When a valid fair catch signal is made, the unimpeded opportunity to catch a free or scrimmage kick is extended to a player who muffs a kick. This protection terminates when the kick touches the ground. 

This rule change was accepted, to allow the kick receiver, after giving a fair catch signal, an unmolested opportunity to catch the ball.

Rule 6-5-3: Delete all references to illegal fair catch signals. 

This rule change was accepted, as there is now only a valid, or invalid fair catch signal possible.

Rule 8-3-6: Delete the option allowing a team that a touchdown is scored upon to kick. 

This rule was accepted, as this rule option is never used.

Rule 8-4-2-a: Delete the option allowing a team that a field goal is scored upon to kick. 

This rule was accepted, as this rule option is never used.

Rule 9-1-2-e-1-(a): Offensive linemen at the snap positioned more than seven yards in any direction from the middle lineman of the offensive formation are prohibited from blocking below the waist toward the original position of the ball in or behind the neutral zone and within 10 yards beyond the neutral zone. 

This rule change was accepted, on the grounds of player safety.

Rule 9-1-2-e-1-(b): Backs at the snap positioned outside the normal tackle position in either direction toward a sideline, or in motion at the snap, are prohibited from blocking below the waist toward the original position of the ball in or behind the neutral zone and within 10 yards beyond the neutral zone. 

This rule change was accepted, on the grounds of player safety.

Rule 10-2-2-g-3: Enforce all penalties for unsportsmanlike acts (as defined in Rule 9-2-1-a) occurring during or after a down that ends in a touchdown and before a try, either on the try or on the succeeding kickoff (Exception: During extra period[s]). 

This rule change was accepted, to bring it into line with other penalties in this situation.

Rule 10-2-2-g-3: Enforce all penalties for personal fouls committed after a touchdown play and before a try, either on the try or on the succeeding kickoff (Exception: During extra period[s]). 

This rule change was accepted, to bring it into line with other penalties in this situation.

Rule 9-2-Penalty: To reconsider whether to implement the (Two strikes and out) penalty for Unsportsmanlike Conduct fouls.

This rule change was rejected, to allow teams to consider, for one season, the implications of this rule.

British rule 8-3-4-a (fouls during a try after Team B possession) says that distance penalties for personal fouls by either team are enforced on the succeeding kickoff and other penalties are declined by rule.

NCAA rule 8-3-4-a says that all penalties against either team are declined.

NCAA changed their rule sometime between 1995 and 1998 and I suspect we missed it then. I propose we adopt the NCAA rule in this particular (and very rare) circumstance.

This amendment was accepted, although rare, the rule needed to be consistent with others in those situations.

Add to Rule 12 Youth Kitted Football:  Rule 12-1-4: There shall be no tripping (including the runner).

This rule change was accepted, after consultation with Dave Bamford (BYAFA) as it was felt that tripping was used indiscriminately.  

The following amendment will be placed in the rule book:

12-1-4-a (amendment to rule 2-28-1)


Tripping is intentionally using the lower leg or foot to obstruct an opponent (including the runner) below the knees.

12-1-4-b (amendment to rule 9-1-2-c)


There shall be no tripping (including against the runner).

Editorial Changes.

The editorial changes were discussed thoroughly and all were accepted (with one change, clarification was sought). 

AOB

The rule book and its compilation was discussed and a decision was made to send out a rules changes list, rather than separate rules sheets that are added to the current rule book, as is done at present.

It was also decided to write the new rule book and issue the complete rule book for the beginning of the year 2005.
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